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IMPLICATIONS

In this report, different outcomes and study designs were (appropriately) used for different
comparisons. Even so, each of the included studies had similar limitations, namely, that not enough
is known about the comparison groups to know if any of the findings were specifically linked to
blended learning implementation. Overall, the findings were mixed, and so did not provide
consistent evidence to support the effectiveness of blended learning implementation in improving
students' reading, English language arts, nor mathematics scores.

That being said, the qualitative findings can be used to generate future hypotheses and guide future
research, as they shed light on the aspects of implementation that may be related to some of the
academic outcomes (especially the negative outcomes) reported in these studies.
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This study evaluates schools implementing personalized learning by examining learning growth on
the NWEA Measures of Academic Progress. The study uses a virtual comparison group of students
from schools using the same assessment and serving similar student populations.

The researchers mention several limitations of the study, including the assumptions that:
(1) the comparison schools are not implementing personalized learning, and that

(2) there were no other (unobserved) differences between the personalized learning and comparison
groups.

If these assumptions did not hold, the study results could have been biased upward or downward.

Even if these assumptions held, however, still more work would need to be done to establish which
personalized learning practices were driving the effects found in the study. The authors suggest that
future reports from the project may include analyses that help to address some of the limitations of
this preliminary report.


http://collegeready.gatesfoundation.org/sites/default/files/Early%20Progress%20on%20Personalized%20Learning%20-%20Full%20Report_0.pdf
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This series of two-page profiles provides examples of blended learning implementations in non-
charter, public schools considered successful by the school or district in meeting measurable
objectives related to student academic outcomes as determined by the districts. In addition,
common traits across the group of districts are summarized on the landing page for the profiles.

Multiple models of blended learning are included and described in the profiles, as are specific
measurable objectives for pursuing implementation, and specific practices that were implemented in
each district.

Readers are also provided with details about the district itself (including performance before and
after implementation) so that judgments can be made about the similarity between the different
districts profiled here, as well as the reader's own district if applicable.
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This report provides a summary of best practices based on examples of successful implementations
of blended learning across the country, along with theory-based discussions of lessons learned and
areas where successes and challenges are likely to occur.

These recommendations could provide practical support to those just beginning to implement
blended learning who are looking for information from others who have found success in their own
implementation of blended learning, and have developed solutions to common implementation
challenges.
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http://lexingtoninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Transforming-Education-Through-Digital-and-Blended-Learning.pdf
http://lexingtoninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Transforming-Education-Through-Digital-and-Blended-Learning.pdf
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The first (summary) report provides examples of implementation in which hybrid learning was
considered successful across multiple public districts in meeting academic and non-academic
objectives for the districts that were implementing hybrid learning with fidelity as determined by the
authors.

The second, more detailed, report contains information about the methodology used to determine
the summary results in the first report. Hybrid learning is clearly defined by six practices, and 10
operational objectives that were measured and used to determine implementation fidelity.
Comparison (non-hybrid) schools were also included where possible to contextualize findings.

These results, although descriptive, can be helpful to those interested in implementing blended
learning models in similar districts and schools to the ones detailed here, in order to meet similar
objectives to the ones described in these reports.
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http://www.pahli.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/HLI-Program-Results-2013-14-Summary-Report-12-3-141.pdf
http://www.pahli.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/HLI-Program-Results-2013-14-Summary-Report-12-3-141.pdf
http://www.pahli.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2013-14-Program-Results-Presentation-12-4-141.pdf
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The goal of this widely-publicized report was not to provide causal estimates (i.e., the research
questions did not focus on causal links or evidence of effectiveness). Further, the study focused
specifically on the New Classrooms/Teach to One program, rather than blended learning in general.
(A current study is focused on identifying causal links between Teach to One and students' algebra
outcomes - no findings have been reported from this ongoing study yet.)

Nonetheless, the findings from the 2014 study have been reported through multiple outlets as
evidence both for and against the effectiveness of blended learning, thus its inclusion here is
intended to clarify its implications.

Overall, these findings do not apply to understanding the effectiveness of blended learning as an
instructional model, although they do suggest that the Teach to One program itself has promise, as
results were rather mixed across grade levels and years.
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http://www.newclassrooms.org/resources/Teach-to-One_Report_2013-14.pdf
http://www.newclassrooms.org/resources/Teach-to-One_Report_2013-14.pdf
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Future Work

More research is needed in order to answer the underlying question of whether blended learning
“works” or not. Some argue that the more interesting research question is “for whom, and under what
conditions” does blended learning work. Regardless of the core research question being pursued,
future studies would benefit from measuring the instructional and pedagogical aspects of both
blended and comparison (usually traditional, or face-to-face) learning environments, so that findings
can be linked to specific instructional practices and conditions.

The Learning Accelerator is partnering with others to further progress in this direction by creating a
shared learning and research agenda to guide our collective measurement work across the sector. As
more research is conducted, we will also continue to summarize, translate, and disseminate what is
known about the effectiveness of blended learning - through updates to resources like this one, as well
as the creation of additional resources to advance the measurement of blended learning across the
nation.
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The Blended Learning Research Clearinghouse
1.0 was compiled by TLA Partner
Saro Mohammed.

If you know of studies or reports that could be
included in future versions of this resource,
please contact Saro at
saro.mohammed@|earningaccelerator.org.

For more information about The Learning
Accelerator, please visit
www.learningaccelerator.org.
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